CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 
W 



^/l . A hetwork appliance compnsmg: 



' a wireless ^terface to receive wireless signals containing the network appliance's 

configuration information; and r 



a network interface to receive network information . 1 " 
2. The ipparatus of claim 1 , wherein the network appliance further comprises 
a rack-mounted appliance. 



3 The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the configuration information further 

" ' i 

comprises an InternetlProtocol address. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the wireless signals are generated by a 
personal digital assistant (PDA). 

5 . The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the wireless signals further comprise 

infrared signals. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the wireless interface further comprises 
an infrared interface. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the network appliance further comprises 

/ a wireless interface cover! 



8. The apparatus in claim 1 , wherein the network appliance further comprises 
a liquid crystal display (LCD). 

9. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the wireless signals further comprise 

radio frequency signals. 
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1 0. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the wireless interface further comprises 

a radio frequency interface. 

1 1 The apparatus in claim 1, wherein the network appliance further comprises 

\ 

a radio frequency transmitter. 

^2. A method for converting wireless signals to machine-accessible 



information for configuring a network appliance, comprising: 

' receiving wireless lignals containing configuration information from a wireless 
device; 

/decoding the wireless signals; 

/sending the decoded signals to the network appliance's microprocessor; 
converting the decoded signals to machine-acc essible configuration 
information; and 

storing the configuration* information in the network appliance's memory. 

\ 

^13. The method of claim 1 2, wherein the network appliance further comprises 

a device capable of receiving andWoding an infrared signal. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the network appliance further comprises 

a device capable of receiving and decoding a radio frequency_signaL 

v ,15 The method of claim \l 2, wherein the wireless device further comprises a 
/ 1 
device capable of generating, codingland transmitting an infrared signal. 

1 6 The method of claim 12, wherein the wireless device further comprises a 

/ ■ i 

device capable of generating, coding and transmitting a rMLO_freguency_signal. 

t 
t 

17. The method of claim 1 % wherein the wireless signals further comprise 



f 



o 

i 

infrared signals. 

i 

\ 

042390.P11045 \ "13- Express Mail No. EL034439290US 

\ 



• ♦ 

1 8. The method of claim 12, wherein the wireless signals further comprise 
radio frequency signals. 

n / 19. The method of claim 1 2, wherein the configuration information further 
comprises an InternefiProtocol address. 

^/20^ An article comprising a machine-accessible medium having stored thereon 
sequences of instructions that, when executed, cause a wireless device to: 

[ code a network appliance's configuration information input to the wireless device; 
generate a wireless signal; 
f encode the wireless signal with the configuration information; and 

) \ 

^transmit the encoded signal to the network appliance. 

2 1 . The machine-accessible medium of claim 20, wherein the wireless 
transmitter further comprises a device that can generate, encode and transmit an infrared 
signal. 

22. The machine-accessible medium of claim 20, wherein the wireless 
transmitter further comprises a\ievice that can generate, encode and transmit aradio 
frequencj^signal. 

23 . The machine-accessible medium of claim 20, wherein the wireless signal 



further comprises an infrared signal. 

24 The machine-accessible medium of claim 20, wherein the wireless signal 

/ \ . 

further comprises a radio frequencj^signal. 

25. The machine-accessible medium of claim 20, wherein the configuration 
information further comprises an Internet Protocol address. 
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